THE patient is a married woman, aged 51; she has been attending the electrical departmient under Dr. McDougal for several months with well-marked, though not advanced, Raynaud's disease. Both hands are affected. Her condition has much improved with treatment.
During the last three months the left ear has become affected, and the auricle presents some of the usual signs characteristic of the disease; but what troubles the patient most is a violent tinnitus with giddiness coming on " with a sensation of burning heat in the ear." This tinnitus ceases suddenlv, as a rule, when in bed, and " the inside of the ear then becomes so intensely cold that she feels as though there was a piece of ice inside the ear." This sensation slowly passes off. " The hearing is not affected except when the noises come on." The tinnitus is evidently due to disturbances in the labyrinthine circulation.
The patient, a very nervous woman, has been much improved by a mixture of hydrobromic acid and nux vomica, to which 10 gr. of calcium lactate have been added for each dose; this she has taken for a month. No electrical aural treatment has been applied.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. DAVIS, in reply to questions, said the tinnitus was not of the pulsating character, and the fields of vision had not been tested. She was very difficult to interrogate because she became so very nervous and giddy.
Dr. GRANT pointed out that where the tinnitus was pulsating, it could often be stopped by digital compression of the carotid arteries and the vertebral arteries behind the neck. He showed his method of compressing the vertebral arteries.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Hugh E. Jones) did not think the deafness passing away when she lay down accorded with hypernemia of the labyrinth.
